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Rabies is a serious disease caused by a virus.
Each year, it kills more than 50,000 people and
millions of animals around the world. Any
mammal can get rabies. For example, rac
coons, skunks, foxes, bats, dogs, cats, and cattle
can get rabies. People can also get rabies. An
animal gets rabies from saliva, usually from a
bite of an animal that has the disease. Animals
with rabies may act differently than a healthy
animal. A pet that is usually friendly may snap
at you or may try to bite. Wild animals may
act like they are tame. If you are bitten by an
animal that could have rabies, clean the bite
wound carefully with soap and water and im
mediately go see a doctor. Vaccinate your dogs,
cats, and ferrets against rabies. Do not handle
wild animals or strays. For more information,
go to www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvrd/kidsrabies.




